ATTACHMENT 1 – SURVEY SUMMARY 

MONTPELIER HILLS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION (MH HOA)

COMMUNITY SURVEY RESPONSES 

2/24/05 

RESPONSES TO SURVEY QUESTIONS

THE MH HOA community survey, mailed to all MH homeowners on February 4, 2005, provided information and asked homeowners to respond to four questions concerning proposed development within our community.  To date, MH HOA has received 85 surveys.  Responses to each question are summarized in the following tables.  Question 4 which dealt with preferences for the four build options is presented first.
QUESTION 4 – PREFERENCES

Of the 85 surveys received to date, the table below shows the preferences indicated.  For each option, the number of people who selected a preference is listed below the preference.  For example, 71 people selected 0 for the multifamily option, indicating it as their worst preference.
	BUILD

OPTIONS

	PREFERENCE RANKINGS

	
	0 
(worst)


	1


	2


	3 

(best or least worst)

	MULTIFAMILY
	71
	9
	1
	1

	

	TOWNHOUSES
	7
	20
	20
	32

	

	SINGLE FAMILY
	21
	19
	31
	14

	

	NO BUILD
	10
	8
	2
	60


2/24/05
	QUESTION 1 – POSITIVE CHANGES FROM PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION

	Responses
	Commentors

	Increase property values/sales prices of existing homes, only if new units are of better quality than existing M.T. Rose THs 


	36

	None
	32

	HOA fees may decrease with income from new owners
	10

	More recreational facilities
	6

	Addition of new amenities – clubhouse, swimming pool, playgrounds,
	6

	Community would be complete

 - Undeveloped areas maintained

 - Vacant land can become trashy, attract crime 

 
	4

	Attention to road conditions 

 - Maintenance, enforcement of speed limit restrictions possibly

   through installing speed bumps, traffic light, or stop signs at different

   points on Muirkirk and surrounding roads


	2

	Laws and by-laws of HOA would be more strictly enforced
	1

	Better landscaping
	1

	Larger community base for political clout
	1

	Larger community base may lead to improved county services
	1

	Larger population base to support new amenities – pool, clubhouse, playground area, tennis/basketball courts
	1

	Quality neighbors
	1

	Good to work with builder
	1


2/24/05

	QUESTION 2 – NEGATIVE CHANGES FROM PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION

	Responses
	Commentors

	Negative impacts on traffic and safety

 - Muirkirk Rd already has traffic problems- too many cars for the size of the 

   road; commuters using road as alternate route to 197, BW pkwy; excessive 

   speeding day and night; increased potential for accidents


	64

	Crowded/congested community

 - Proposed THs: too many, too close together - ruins MH’s unique, visual appeal 

 - Additional homes, people, cars will turn community into another crowded,   

   overdeveloped, tacky-looking, and identity-less group of suburban homes 

 - Don’t want our community to look like Laurel Lakes or Russett

 - Loss of green space/tree buffers/undeveloped areas which add to home values 

   Many bought homes because of wooded areas

 - Concern there will be no substantial tree buffers between old and new homes 


	47

	Decreased property values 

 - Homes harder to sell;  Decrease in quality and appearance of new homes 
	32

	Overcrowding of schools  

 - Montpelier Elementary has no room to expand; at or near capacity
	32

	Destruction of wetlands, streambeds, animal habitats, and play areas
	16 

	Increase in crime
	12

	More parking problems – not enough space for household 2nd/3rd cars and guests
	12

	Negative impact on public services, police, fire, EMS 

 - Roads, schools, stores already at capacity, new homes/people will make it

   difficult for everyone to receive good service


	8

	Construction impacts – length of time, noise, trash, rodents during excavation 
	8

	Increase in property taxes
	6

	Increased noise with additional residents – loss of quiet neighborhood
	5

	Multi-family units will negatively affect quality of life – more people, rent vs. own
	5

	Increased cost for maintaining infrastructure of new development: non-county streets, snow removal, lighting, drainage, mowing, paths, common areas
	4

	Increased HOA fees
	3

	Concern new units might have more influence in HOA and could negatively impact original residents in financial and quality of life decisions
	1


2/24/05

	QUESTION 3 – OTHER CONCERNS

	Responses
	Commentors

	Overcrowding

 - Appearance of townhouses and surrounding areas will be congested

 - Townhouses in conceptual plan are more closely spaced than existing homes

 - Must limit number of townhouses - anything over 200 is too much

 - Insufficient recreational space


	24

	Negative impacts on Montpelier Elementary School
	16

	Loss of trees 

 - Negative impacts on air quality, wildlife habitats, privacy 

 - Need landscaping tree buffer zones (min. 50 ft) between housing clusters


	16

	Negative traffic impacts on community streets

 - Damage; more stress on inadequate infrastructure

 - Community at a minimum needs stop signs for all streets intersecting Muirkirk


	13

	Decline in property values 

 - Especially if multi-family units built with rental units or minimal quality THs/SFHs 
	7

	Drain on county services
	4

	Increased HOA fees
	4

	Parking problems

 - Concern additional parking for new homes will overflow into existing and 

    streets/areas

 - THs  without garages and high end THs with 2 car garages will further congest   

    street parking


	4

	Problems with water run off, sewage

 - Drainage on common grounds and private lots is inadequate for existing

   construction.  HOA must work with County to ensure proper construction. 

 
	4

	Increase in crime/trash
	4

	Construction - noise, littering at construction sites, mud on streets, length of time
	3
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